
Head w ork s

The headwo rks is the firs t line of defense  a gainst t he onslau ght of materials  
flowing into the W astewater T reatme nt P lant. The headwo rks is a ve r y important
component of the wastew ater plant b eca use it removes items that can ’t be 
process ed b y ch emica l or biological me ans. The waste r emoved at th e headwo rks 
is dewat ere d, then put into a compac tor and disposed of at a landfill.

At the headwo rks, inco ming sew a ge pass es thro ugh a s eries of s cre ens th at remove 
inorgani c materials  from  the wastewat er stre am, al lowing the liquids and or gani c 
materials to continue flo wing throu gh to the r est of the treatment plant. Th e s ystem 
consists of four ch annel s with different t ypes of s creens. Th e manual s cre e n has 
approx imatel y ¾” openin gs that c apture la r ge or b ulk y items.  Other sc reens in clude a 
c ylindric al rotatin g drum  screen  with a smaller op ening,  a continuous t ravelin g
screen  constructed o f stai nless steel with even sma ller openings, and a new screen for grit 
removal.

The headworks structure was enclosed during the Plant upgrade to assist w ith odor control, 
and connecte d  to the S C ADA s ystem to allow  monitoring via computer. Addition of the  
grit removal proc ess is par ticularl y d esirable b ecaus e grit buildup in the digeste r or 
a eration  basins reduces th e over a ll capacit y and e fficien c y of the downstream tre atment 
pr ocesses.

For an ov erall des cription of the Tre atment P lant processes, ple ase se e the L iquid 
T reatment Process and B iosolids T reatment Process pages. For  an ove rall d escription of 
the Treatment P lant Up gr ade, pleas e see th e Impro ving the  WWT P pa ge.




